Ties that bind.
As doctors jump at offers from practice managers, many ignore business basics. But even a good lawyer can't cover everything. "No matter how carefully you make an agreement with one company, if it is swallowed up by another, it can be very different than you anticipated," says a doctor who sold his Southern California network only to be fired after a change in owners. "You could go to bed with Albert Schweitzer and wake up with Attila the Hun."